Northern Texas Northern Louisiana Synod

Parish Lay Mission Academy

Instituto Academico de Laicos

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE TITLE:  Prophets and Priests
COURSE SCHEDULE:  depending on semester and year
COURSE INSTRUCTOR:  Kurt M. Friederich, M. Div.; D. Min.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course, beginning with the division of Israel into the two kingdoms, introduces and/or broadens the student’s knowledge and understanding of the content and history of the Old Testament writings placing special emphasis on the message of the prophets.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To examine the authorship, the historical content and the message of the Old Testament after King Solomon.

· To examine the authorship, the historical context and the message of the Old Testament prophets.

· To examine the authorship, the historical content and message found in the genres of some unique Old Testament books.

· To examine the Old Testament for lessons/teachings that can be applied to contemporary situations.

COURSE TEXTS:

READING THE OLD TESTAMENT:  AN INTRODUCTION, Lawrence Boadt, Paulist Press, New York 1984.  ISBN: 0-8091-2631-1 (pbk.) (referred to in course as Boadt)

The Bible (The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha (NRSV) preferred, or a New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), or American Standard Version (ASV))

COURSE EVALUATION:

Students will receive an evaluation of ‘satisfactory’ or ‘unsatisfactory’ based upon the following criteria:

1. Journal

Students are encouraged to keep journal notes on reading assignments from the text and the Bible.  Included in the notes should be questions about the reading and any information not understood that can be used for class discussion.  

2. Class participation

Students are expected to participate in discussions during class presentations.

3. Final Paper

A. Students will complete a paper on one of the prophets studied in the course curriculum.  Students will sign up for the prophet for which they will complete their paper.  Only one student per prophet will be allowed.

B.
The paper will consist of two parts.


Part 1:  No more that one page filled with ‘bullets’ that give the 

significant history of the prophet (life and times) and the highlights of his message.

Part 2:  A three to five page paper that enlarges upon and explains the ‘bullets’ found in Part 1.  The paper is due to the instructor by Done one month after the last class of the semester.  Papers can be emailed if in MS Word or PDF format.  Do not send in a ‘zip’ form.

C.
Part 1 of each paper will be duplicated and put in a booklet that will be available to all students to serve as a future resource on the prophets.

REACHING THE INSTRUCTOR:
Pr. Friederich can be reached at the Ascension Lutheran Church office by telephone at 972-276-0023 and by email at alc1@airmail.net (that is the #1 not the letter ‘l’).  You may leave a message on the voice mail, but please include a call back number for both daytime and evening.  Students can make an appointment to meet individually with the instructor.

COURSE OVERVIEW

PARISH LAY MINISTRY ACADEMY

         COURSE TITLE: Prophets and Priests

INSTRUCTOR:  Kurt M. Friederich

    SCHEDULE: depending on semester and year
Pre-Class Assignment

A. Read Chapters 15 through 26 of Reading the Old Testament, An Introduction (a.k.a. Boadt)

B. Keep a journal of comments, issues, and questions (noting chapter and page number) as you read the textbook.

C. Read and be prepared to discuss pages 531-552 and Chapters 15-17 (pages 292-359) of Boadt for Session One on September 19, 2009
D. Take a cursory read through the following Old Testament books by chapters:  1 Kings 17-21; 2 Kings 9-11, 17-20 & 22-23; Amos 3-7; Hosea 1-4; Isaiah 1-12; Deuteronomy 4-11, 29-31; and Habakkuk 1-3

SESSION ONE First Saturday class of semester The History and Prophets of the Two Kingdoms

A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction to the course; look over the syllabus; discuss expectations

2. Review the course objectives, texts, journaling, and project/paper.

3. Lecture/Discussion:  A brief overview of the history of Israel and Judah after Solomon up to the Babylonian exile.

4. Lecture/Discussion:  The life, time, and message of the prophets Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, Zephaniah, Nahum, and Habakkuk

5. Lecture/Discussion:  The Book of Deuteronomy

B. ASSIGNMENT (Second Saturday class of semester)

1.
Reading:
Boadt, Chapters 18-21 (pages 360-448)

Bible:  Jeremiah 1-3, 7-8, 18-20, 26-31; Ezekiel 1-5 16-18, 36,37; Lamentations 1-2; Isaiah 40-21, 51-55, 60-61; Zechariah 1-4, 9-10

2. Journal

3. If not done so by end of first class, select a  prophet for final paper 

SESSION TWO Second Saturday class of semester    The History and Prophets of the Exile and Return
A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Selection of prophet for paper

2. Lecture/Discussion:  A brief overview of the history of the people while in Babylonian exile up to their return and the restoration of Jerusalem and the Temple.

3. Lecture/Discussion:  The life, time, and message of the prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Obadiah, Second Isaiah, Haggai, Zechariah and Third Isaiah

4. Lecture/Discussion:  A brief overview of the influence of the Priestly (P) writers and the Deuteronomist’s history.

B. ASSIGNMENT (DUE Third Saturday class of semester)

1.
Reading:
Boadt, Chapters 22-25 (pages 449-530)

Bible:  1 Chronicles 13-16; Ezra 7-10; Jonah 1-4; Proverbs 1-3, 10-11; Daniel 1-3, 7-8; Ruth 1-4; Zechariah 9

2. Journal

SESSION THREE   Third Saturday class of semester The Post-Exilic History and Prophets and other OT Genres

A.
CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Lecture/Discussion: A brief overview of the history of the people from the rebuilding of the temple up to 5 BCE

2. Lecture/Discussion:  The life, time and message of the books/prophets Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi, Joel, and Jonah

3. Lecture/Discussion:  A brief overview of Wisdom literature, apocryphal and apocalyptic books, and distinct writings in the Old Testament

B.
ASSIGNMENT  (one month after last Saturday class of semester)

1. Paper on selected prophet

Paper due:  One month after the last Saturday class of semester
