Northern Texas Northern Louisiana Synod

Parish Lay Mission Academy

Instituto Académico de Laicos

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE TITLE:  Examining Paul, the New Testament Epistles and later Christian Writings
COURSE SCHEDULE:  depending on the semester and year
COURSE INSTRUCTOR:  Kurt M. Friederich, M. Div., D. Min. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course introduces and/or broadens the student’s knowledge and understanding of the theology and ministry of Paul, his writings and those of other authors contained in and outside of the New Testament canon and the development of the early Christian Church throughout the world.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

☺
To examine the history and theology of the New Testament person called Paul.

☺
To examine the message and early church information found in the verified letters of

Paul in the New Testament canon.

☺
To examine the message of the non-Pauline early church writings found in and

outside of the New Testament canon.

☺
To examine the formational and foundational issues of the early Christian Church.

COURSE TEXTS:


The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian

Writings, Bart E. Ehrman, 4th ed., Oxford University Press, New York, 2008
ISBN: 978-0199740307

The Message and the Kingdom:  How Jesus and Paul Ignited a Revolution and Transformed the Ancient World, Richard A. Horsley and Neil Asher Silberman, Grosset/Putnam, 1997, Fortress Press, 2002  ISBN: 978-0800634674 (also kindle)
The Bible (The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha [NRSV] – preferred, or any New Revised Standard Version [NRSV], or American Standard Version [ASV])

COURSE EVALUATION:

Students will receive an evaluation of ‘satisfactory’ or ‘unsatisfactory’ based upon the following criteria:

1) Reading/Note taking

Students are expected to read the assignments given from the course texts and the Bible.  It is recommended that note taking/journaling accompany the reading assignments.   

2) Class participation

Students are expected to participate in discussion during class presentations.

3)  Three Research Papers

A.
Students will submit three research papers on the following topics/themes that are due on the stated dates or no later than one month after the last Saturday class of the semester:
1. Topic One:  Define the Apostle Paul, his understanding of Jesus, and the core message to the early faith communities.
Due Date: The second Saturday class of the semester.
2. Topic Two:  What does one’s gender have to do with a leadership role in the early church?
Due Date: The third Saturday class of the semester.
3. Topic Three:  Explain the purpose and message of the Revelation to John
Due Date:  No later than one month after the last Saturday class of the semester.
B.
Each research paper should be at least two pages and not more than four pages typed, 12 pt, double spaced with 1 inch margins all around.  A separate bibliography/source page should be attached.

C. Any or all three research papers will be accepted at any time up to
one month after the last Saturday class of the semester.  They can be handed in during class time, mailed to: Rev. Dr. Kurt Friederich, %Ascension Lutheran Church, 4230 W. Buckingham Rd., Garland, TX  75042 or sent by e-mail in MS Word format  or PDF to alc1(as in #1)@airmail.net. 
REACHING THE INSTRUCTOR: 

 Pr. Friederich can be contacted at the Ascension Lutheran Church office by telephone at 972-276-0023 or by email at alc1(as in #1)@airmail.net.  When leaving a message on the answering machine, please include your name and a day and night time call back number.  Students can make an appointment to meet individually with the Pr. Friederich.

COURSE OVERVIEW

PARISH LAY MINISTRY ACADEMY

COURSE TITLE:  Examining Paul, the New

   Testament Epistles and later

   Christian Writings

INSTRUCTOR:  Kurt M. Friederich

SCHEDULE:  depending on the semester and year
Pre-Class Preparation

A. Re-read the New Testament from Romans through The Revelation to John.

B. Take notes on readings including any questions about what you have read.

Session One: The first Saturday class of the semester

Our Man Paul

A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction to the course, look over the syllabus, discuss expectations

2. Review the course objectives, texts, note taking, and three research papers

3. Lecture/Discussion:  The early church and Jesus

4. Lecture/Discussion:  Paul the Apostle

5. Lecture/Discussion:  Paul and his Mission

B. ASSIGNMENT (The second Saturday class of the semester)

1. Reading: Ehrman, Chapters 18-23 (pages 285-394)

               Horsley and Silberman, The Message and the Kingdom
Reading:  Ehrman, Chapters 24-28 (pages 395-489)

2. Research Paper One

Topic: Define the Apostle Paul, his understanding of Jesus and the core message to the early faith communities.
COURSE TITLE:  Examining Paul, the New Testament Epistles and later Christian Writings

SCHEDULE:  depending on the semester and year
Session Two: The second Saturday class of the semester           Deutero-Pauline Writings
A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Research Paper Discussion

2. Review/Questions

3. Lecture/Discussion:  The Pastoral Epistles

4. Lecture/Discussion:  Women in Early Church

5. Lecture/Discussion:  Christian Anti-Judaism 

B.  ASSIGNMENT (The third Saturday class of the semester)

1. Reading:  Ehrman, Chapters 24-28 (pages 395-489)

           Horsley and Silberman, The Message and the Kingdom
2. Research Paper Two

Topic:  What does one’s gender have to do with a leadership role in the early church?

Session Three: The third Saturday class of the semester   Formulating a Christian Church
A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Research Paper Discussion

2. Review/Questions

3. Lecture/Discussion:  A Place for Christians in the World

4. Lecture/Discussion:  The Apocalyptic Issues

B. ASSIGNMENT ( due no later than one month after the last Saturday class of the semester)
1. Research Paper Three

Topic: Explain the purpose and message of the Revelation to John
Unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor, all three papers must be turned in by no later than one month after the last Saturday class of the semester in order to be given credit.
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