
Nurturing Faith Community

Goals: 1. Students will be exposed to and will practice the basics of listening and 		      	responding to people experiencing life dilemmas, crisis and/or loss.  
	  2. Students will be exposed to and will reflect on alternative ways to speak about the      	Christian faith experience with those inside and outside the Church.

First Session 

What helps & what doesn’t: reflecting on experiences of needing and receiving care
The Listening Loop: Asking open-ended questions & summarizing what is heard
	Practice in groups of three
The Community Care Commandment: Resist “fixing people and their problems
	Discussion of examples with partners

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Assigned Reading and reflection

The God We Never Knew, Marcus J. Borg (this book may press your buttons, but there is method in my madness.)  
ISBN 0060610352

Please read Preface, Introduction, and Part One in preparation for the two assignments below:  

Small Group Discussion Assignment for each class meeting
Be prepared to share the following with your group:
· What you liked and/or disliked about Borg’s ideas so far
· If this book presents ponderings and/or challenges to the way you think about God, what are those ponderings and challenges? 

Reflection Paper   In 3 to 5 pages, please reflect on the following questions:

1. In the preface Professor Borg states, “How we think about God matters.”  In what ways might our thinking about God would effect both care-giving and care-receiving?

2. In the introduction on page 5 the author states, “For there is much in our experience – of nature, human love, mystery, wonder, amazement – that conveys the reality of the sacred, a surpassingly great “more” that we know in exceptional moments.”  How might a time of crisis, loss, or illness encompass an experience of this reality?  (Perhaps you have personally experienced something like this. If so please feel free to include it in this paper.)  

3. In Part 1–Thinking About God, Professor Borg discusses two categories of thinking - supernatural theism and panentheism (NOTE: Borg is not meaning pantheism!)  
Please include comments on your responses to Borg’s discussion
1) What caused you to ponder?
2) What was refreshing to learn (as in “Wow! That’s interesting!)
3) What evoked reactions (as in Eeeeeekkkk!).  

4. Include a final paragraph or two describe your own thinking about God in the light of Borg’s two categories. 

Second Session
Group Time: Discussing Pages I-53 

Journey VS Destination: focusing on process in crisis

Even Lutherans Can Pray Out Loud: conversing with God on behalf of others – Practice with partners

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Assigned Reading and reflection

The God We Never Knew, Marcus J. Borg  - 
Please read Part Two in preparation for the assignments below:

Small Group Discussion Assignment for next class meeting – (see instructions in session one) 

Reflection Paper  - In 3 to 6 pages, please reflect on the following questions:

1. Borg lists and discusses a variety of metaphorical images of God found in the Bible. Which image or images do you resonate with?  How have these characteristics provided comfort in your life experiences?
2. How might the monarchical model of God as Borg define it, effect an individual in crisis?
3. Do you think that God as Spirit as Borg defines it, provides a useful image for individuals who are outside of or new to the church community? Explain your point of view.
4. Discuss what you find helpful & unhelpful in Borg’s imaging of Jesus and God in Ch.4.

Third Session
Group Time: Discussing Pages 57-104

We are only human: our baggage can be a stumbling block or a bridge 

Some specifics about *deaths: best responses
* deaths can include many different life losses, miscarriages, pets, relocations, physical changes, job loss etc.

Some specifics about hospital visit-care

General Awareness: Depression, potential for suicide, adult abuse 

* * * * * * * * 
Final Assignment – Please either choose option 1 or 2

Option 1 - Reflection paper on care giving practice
Important! In order for you to meet with a care receiver & write this paper I must receive your pastor’s permission by mail or email.  Please write nothing in this paper that would identify the individual you provided care for.

1. What amount of time did you spend with this person?
2. Have you had previous experience volunteer or paid in care giving?
3. What were the biggest challenges for you?
4. What “came naturally” to you?
5. Where was God in this experience for you? for your care receiver?

Option 2 - The Trials of Job 
Using the Book of Job from the Old Testament discuss the following:
1. What feelings did Job have that are similar to today’s human being experiencing crisis?
2. What comments did Job’s friends make that were unhelpful?  What made those comments particularly unhelpful?  How might those comments have effected someone who had no had little or no faith experience?
3. What comments made by God do you think were helpful and/or unhelpful? 
4. What role did faith play for Job in his crisis? 
