Northern Texas Northern Louisiana Synod

Parish Lay Mission Academy

Instituto Académico de Laicos

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE TITLE:  Israel: The Beginning up to the Prophets
COURSE SCHEDULE:  depending on semester and year 
COURSE INSTRUCTOR:  Kurt M. Friederich, M. Div., D. Min.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course introduces and/or broadens the student’s knowledge and understanding of the content, history, authorship and message of the Old Testament from Genesis up to the end of the Israelite monarchy under Solomon.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

☺  To examine the history of the people who called themselves the “chosen ones of God.”

☺  To examine the stories told by the Old Testament writers by using archeology and textual criticism of their message.

☺  To examine the content of the message of  the five books of Moses called The Pentateuch. 

☺  To examine the daily life, worship, and prayer of the Israelite people.

COURSE TEXTS:


Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction, Lawrence Boadt, Paulist Press,

New York, 1984.  ISBN: 0-8091-2631-1 (pbk.)  (referred to as Boadt in the course)

The Bible (The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha [NRSV] – preferred, or any New Revised Standard Version [NRSV], or American Standard Version [ASV])

COURSE EVALUATION:

  Students will receive an evaluation of ‘satisfactory’ or ‘unsatisfactory’ based upon the following criteria:

1) Reading/Note taking

Students are expected to read the assignments given from the course texts and the Bible.  It is recommended that note taking/journaling accompany the reading assignments.   

2) Class participation

Students are expected to participate in discussion during class presentations.  

3) Three Research Papers

A.
Students will submit three research papers on the following topics/themes that are due on the stated dates or no later than one month after the last class:
1. Topic One:  Compare/contrast Genesis 1:1-2:4a with Genesis 2:4b-25.  What is the point to each story and how is it relevant today?
Due Date:  Second Saturday class of semester
2. Topic Two:  Compare/contrast the understanding of the ‘covenant’ made with Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, &17) with that of the one made with Moses (Exodus 19-24).
Due Date:  Third Saturday class of semester
3. Topic Three:  What does Biblical history describe as the great accomplishment and tragedy of each of Israel’s first kings, Saul, David, and Solomon?
Due Date:  One month after last class of semester
B.  Each research paper should be at least two pages and not more than four pages typed with double spacing and 1 inch margins on all sides.  A separate bibliography/source page should be attached.

C. Any or all three research papers will be accepted at any time up to
one month after last class of semester.  They can be handed in during class time, mailed to: Rev. Kurt Friederich, %Ascension Lutheran Church, 4230 W. Buckingham Rd., Garland, TX  75042 or sent by e-mail in MS Word or a compatible format to alc1 (as in #1)@airmail.net. 
REACHING THE INSTRUCTOR: 

 Pr. Friederich can be contacted at the Ascension Lutheran Church office by telephone at 972-276-0023 or by e-mail at alc1 (as in #1)@airmail.net.   When leaving a message on the answering machine, be sure to include your name and a day and night time call back number.  Students can make an appointment to meet individually with the Pr. Friederich.

COURSE OVERVIEW

PARISH LAY MISSION ACADEMY

COURSE TITLE:  Israel: The Beginning up to

    The Prophets

INSTRUCTOR:  Kurt M. Friederich

SCHEDULE: depending on semester and year
Pre-Class Preparation

A. Re-read the Old Testament from Genesis through 2 Kings and the Book of Psalms.

B. Take notes on readings including any questions about what you have read.

Session One:     First Saturday class of semester
Beginnings

A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction to the course, look over the syllabus, discuss expectations

2. Review the course objectives, texts, note taking, and three research papers

3. Lecture/Discussion:  Introduction to the Old Testament

4. Lecture/Discussion:  The Bible as Literature

5. Lecture/Discussion:  The Pentateuch

B. ASSIGNMENT (Second Saturday class of semester)

1. Reading: Boadt, Chapters 1-11 (pages 11-226)

2. Research Paper One

Topic: Compare/contrast Genesis 1:1-2:4a with Genesis 2:4b-25.  What is the point to each story and how is it relevant today?
COURSE TITLE:  Israel:  The Beginning up to The Prophets

SCHEDULE:   depending on semester and year
Session Two:  Second Saturday class of semester    The Covenant: Land, Nation, Blessing
A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Research Paper Discussion

2. Review/Questions

3. Lecture/Discussion:  The Genesis Preface  

4. Lecture/Discussion:  The Promise to Abraham and Sarah 

5. Lecture/Discussion:  The Exodus from Egypt 

B.  ASSIGNMENT (Third Saturday class of semester)

1. Reading:  Boadt, Chapters 12-14 (pages 227-291)

2. Research Paper Two

Topic: Compare/contrast the understanding of the ‘covenant’ made with Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, &17) with that of the one made with Moses (Exodus 19-24).

Session Three:   Third Saturday class of semester       Kings and Common People
A. CLASS ACTIVITIES

1. Research Paper Discussion

2. Review/Questions

3. Lecture/Discussion:  The Conquest of Canaan 

4. Lecture/Discussion:  The Importance of Samuel

5. Lecture/Discussion:  The Kings of the Monarchy 

B. ASSIGNMENT (one month after last semester class)

1. Research Paper Three

Topic: What does Biblical history describe as the great accomplishment and tragedy of each of Israel’s first kings, Saul, David, and Solomon?
Unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor, all three papers must be turned in one month after last Saturday class of semester in order to be given credit.

PAGE  
1

