SAMPLE from Spring 2011 (Updated each Session) 
Church History II: A Missionary Movement Extended
Parish Lay Mission Academy

Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Mission area
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Course Description: A review of the history of the Church from the Reformation period to the current time, stressing the spread of the Christian Faith to this place.

Course Goals: Encounter the story of the Christian faith in its “modern” history.  


Meet important persons who hinder and expand the story.

Understand minute points of theology that threatened and shaped the Church.

Chart the expansion of the Church primarily from Europe, then across the Earth.

Appreciate the phrase “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.”

Texts: Tim Dowley,, ed., Introduction to the History of Christianity (Fortress Press) [Ch. 5-8]
Edwin S. Gaustad and Leigh E. Schmidt, The Religious History of America: The 
          Heart of the American Story from Colonial Times to Today

Instructor: Russell Vardell, PhD

Contact:  vardell@tx.rr.com / (972) 849-3212 / 9440 Viewside Drive, Dallas, TX 75231
      
   
Session One – 

Saturday, March 19, 2011
European Influences
1) Reformation in Germany

2) Reformers (other)

3) Revolutions and State churches
4) Rationalism and Its Effects

5)   Religion for the New World
Session Two –

Saturday, April 16, 2011
The American Expression
1) Mission receiver
2) Many faith expressions
3) Mutual action
4)
Missions 
5) Modern Christianity
Session Three – 

Saturday, May 14, 2011
Texas Heritage
1)
Early Texas beginnings
2)
Ethnic Lutherans in Texas
3) Entering the Mainstream
4)
Entering mergers bodies
5)   Engaging our neighbors
Class Expectations:

Come to class.  Mentally participate during class and in Discussion Sessions.  Engage in a Personal research project, consisting of 20 key terms from Church History (ca. 1519 – 2011).  Write a paragraph describing each, then for 5 terms write a page each describing why you chose it, more detail about its impact, and resources about it.  (Resources can include books, music, Web sites, graphics, ….)

The first five are due before the second class meeting. Second five due by final class meeting.  And balance of work is due before September 1, 2011.
© Russell Vardell
Dallas, Texas
February 16, 2011


