Church History I:

A Missionary Movement

 SAMPLE from Fall 2010 (Updated each Session)
Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Course Description: A review of the history of the Church from the age of the New Testament to the early Reformation period, stressing the spread of the Christian Faith.

Course Goals: Encounter the story of the Christian faith in its early, distant years.  


Meet important persons who hinder and expand the story.

Understand minute points of theology that threatened and shaped the Church.

Chart the expansion of the Church from Acts 1 across the Earth.

Appreciate the phrase “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.”

Text:  Dowley, Tim, ed., Introduction to the History of Christianity  (Fortress Press) [portions]
Instructor: Pastor Russell Vardell, PhD

Contact:     vardell@tx.rr.com   or     (972) 849-3212
Mailing Address: 9440 Viewside Drive, Dallas, Texas 75231
 Session One –
Saturday, September 11, 2010
33 AD (CE) – 499 AD (CE)

1) Crucifixion of Jesus and Coming of the Holy Spirit

2) Christian Mission Journeys, especially Paul

3) Controversies

4) Constantine 

5) Church of Rome

6) Church from Rome

Session Two –

Saturday, October 23, 2010
500 AD (CE) – 1000 AD (CE)

1) Menace and Missions

2) Mighty witnesses

3) Mohammed and Islam

4)
Monasticism

5) Mutuality of Church and State

6) Millennium 

Session Three – 

Saturday, November 20, 2010
1001 AD (CE) – 1525 AD (CE)

1)
Evangelizing “others”

2)
Eastern Crusades

3) Europe-centric

4)
Enter the Old (Renaissance)
5)   Excesses of some
6)   Emergence of Luther

Class Expectations:

Come to class.  Mentally participate during class and in Discussion Sessions.  Engage in a Personal research project, consisting of 20 key terms from Church History (ca. 33 – 1525).  Write a brief paragraph describing each, then for 5 terms write an entire page each describing why you chose it, more detail about its impact, and resources about it.  (Resources can include books, music, Web sites, graphics, ….)  This assignment is due in three parts: 5 brief terms on October 23, another 5 brief terms on November 20, and the balance prior to the beginning of the Spring 2011 PLMA courses.

© Russell Vardell
                          Dallas, Texas
                                               September 11, 2010


